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1. 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 

S Box No. V 

« 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



Basis of the opinion 

Nrrstablishrr^ent of opinion with re.gard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention ^ .^tn^i 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with ^^9^^^^ ^ no^^^^^^^ invent^e step or .ndustnal 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

_ Certain defects in tfie international application 

□ Box No, VIII Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made^^^^^^^ ^here 
written opinion of the InternaUonal P;-'^!"!;^.^^^^^^^ has notifSthe 

will not be so considered. 

whichever expires later. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regarci to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
' the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise Indicated under this item. 

n This oDinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
languaT . whicHs the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12;3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2 With regarxi to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed In the international application and 
necesSnJt^^^ claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabie(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. fonnat of material: 

in written format ... 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer read^le form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: , 
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Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


9-11 18 20 24 


No: 


Claims 


1-812-17 19 21-23 


Yes: 


Claims 


10.11 


No: 


Claims 


1-9 12-24 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-24 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : GB-A-2 079 1 83 (FUMAKILLA LTD) 20 January 1 982 

D2: DE 92 1 1 501 U (KLAGER PLASTIK GMBH) 19 November 1992 



2 Independent Claim 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) POT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

a dispensing device for a fluid comprising a container (1) for tlie fluid witti a 
valve, whicti is placed on the container arxd has an outlet opening, and a flexible 
tube (3) connected to the outlet opening for dispensing the fluid, wherein in a 
first state at least a distal tube part is encased by enclosing means for enclosing 
the distal tube part, and in a second state the distal tube part is movable at least 
partly outside the enclosing means. 



3 Independent Claims 21 and 24 

3 1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) POT. because the 
subject matter of claims 21 and 24 do not Involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3)PCT. 

3 2 Regarding claim 21 , document D1 , discloses a dispensing device comprising a valve, 
a fluid content, a tube for dispensing said fluid and enclosing means for enclosing 
said tube and implicitly discloses a method for manufacturing such a dispensing 
device. The manufacturing method defined in claim 21 comes within the scope of the 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. Consequently, the subject-matter 
of claim 21 lacks an inventive step. 
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3 3 Regarding claim 24, the feature of the opening of the container being arranged 
eccentrically is described in document D2 as providing the same advantages as in 
the present application. The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal de- 
sign option to include this feature in the container described in document D1 in order 
to solve the problem posed. 



Dependent Claims 2-9, 12-20, 22, 23 

Dependent claims 2-9, 12-20, 22, 23 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the POT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 



DependentClarms 10, 11 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 10, 1 1 are neither known from, 
nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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